Micronuclei formation in bone marrow cells of rats treated with meothrin (synthetic pyrethroid).
The production of micronuclei in rat bone marrow cells by the synthetic pyrethroid insecticide meothrin was investigated. Three different doses of meothrin were orally administered to rats for 14 consecutive days. All tested doses of meothrin increased the frequency of micronucleated polychromatic erythrocytes but the increase was statistically significant only at the two highest doses. Meothrin also affected the rate of bone marrow cell proliferation, as determined by changes in the ratio of polychromatic erythrocytes to normochromatic erythrocytes.